WVM WISCONSIN

VETERANS
@I" MUSEUM

A World Greatly Changed:
The Aftermath of World War Il

Christopher L. Kolakowski

Director



Quote

“The successful termination of the war against our
present enemies will find a world profoundly changed
in respect of relative national military strengths, a
change more comparable indeed with that occasioned
by the fall of Rome than with any other change
occurring during the succeeding fifteen hundred years.
This is a fact of fundamental importance in its bearing
upon future international political settlements and all
discussions leading thereto.”

- US Joint Chiefs to Secretary of State, 3 Aug 1944



The Cold War
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Europe 1945

EUROPE: 1947
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MAP ABOVE SHOWS NEW BOUNDARIES THAT HAVE BEEN MARKED ON FACE OF EUROPE AS RESULT OF FIVE PEACE TREATIES WITH AXIS SATELLITES SIGNED IN PARIS

TREATIES SETTLE NEW EUROPEAN BOUNDARIES

During World War I, mapmakers were driven
frantic keeping track of Europe’s boundaries. ]
shifted as Germany and the U.S.S.R. sparred
the north and east, then snapped apart after the
Germans broke loose. Millions of lives were lost
before Europe’s numerous and complicated bor-
ders were put back roughly where they were before.

The general form of these postwar boundaries

can be seen from the map above. Based on the
treaty terms signed Feb. 10 in Paris between the
Allied powers and Hitler's five “satellites,” itshows
past and present boundaries as well as territory
ceded by these and previous agreements (in dark
red); territory ceded de facto to the U.S.S.R.

.R. and
Poland (in light red); and such countries as Lith-
uania, Latvia and Estonia which no longer exist

and have been absorbed by the U.S.
may undergo further territorial chan
Big Four meeting to be held in Moscow on March 10
to frame the German and Austrian peace treaties,
but most of the major territorial disputes are set-
tled, although some, particularly those concerning
Italy, will continue to be protested. For detailed
maps of individual trouble spots, see next page.




British Withdrawal from Palestine

PALESTINE

Partition plan approved by the
UN General Assembly on Nov. 29, 1947
[ Jewish state [] Arab state

[ Jerusalem district
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la 1939-1941
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Asia After 1945

~~Incorporated into PRG; 1947

!

" Occupied by PRC, 1949
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South China Sea
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Partition of India
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Other Impacts

Global Demographic Earthquake

UN, World Bank, etc set up in USA

US Women’s Rights & Armed Forces Integration
US Gl Bill

Interstate Highway System

WDVA & Veterans Benefits

Historical memory of the war as political factor
(Russia/Europe, Korea/Japan, Japan/China, etc)



Personal Impacts

Loss of property & restitution

lke, JFK & Khrushchev

Vladimir Putin

Smothers Brothers

My paternal grandparents in UK & Poland



Last Words

When you go home
Tell them of us and say
For your tomorrow
We gave our today
- The Kohima Epitaph
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